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That meant that Berloni was increas­

ingly in demand, too . After Sandy's 

success, Berloni was asked to train a 

stray sheepdog to work with Richard 

Burton in Camelot. One assignment 

led to another until he became the 

go-to trainer on Broadway, a role that's 

taught him a lot about animals' acting 

abilities. Dogs thrive on repetition and 

pleasing the people they love, says 

Berton i, so they can. in some ways, be 

better performers than the ir human 

counterparts. "And dogs don't usually 

get opening-night jitters, because the 

animals ignore the audience and focus 

on the other actors, feeding off their 

emotions and energy: 

That sensitivity can be a problem, 

Berloni admits, when the human cast 's 

nervous energy rubs off on the animals. 

Take the Broadway debut of Chloe, a 

bulldog Berloni got after she'd been 

rescued from a crate in her original 

owner's auto-repair shop. Chosen to 

play the role of Rufus in Legally Blonde: 

The Musical, the outgoing dog loved 

performing so much that the director 

gave her a second scene . But the new 

scene and new coslars must have 

overstimulated Chloe. In a preview 

performance she was so worked up 

that she bounded onto the stage­

and vomited. The actors were horrified 

but the trainer wasn't fazed. "That' s 

exactly what bulldogs do when they're 

excited: barf," Berloni says . Equally 

unconcerned, Chloe kept right on going 

and had a long, successful career. 

Today Chloe lives with Ber loni and 

his family-wife Dorothy and 12-year­

old daughter Jenna-in Connecticut. 

Part acting school , part retirement col­

ony, his house is home to 23 dogs, 

including four Sandys, four Totos (from 

both The Wizard of Oz and The Wiz), 

and , from Legally Blonde: The Musical, 

three Bruisers (main character Elle 

Woods's chihuahua) and four Rufuses . 

And tha t's not even counting the 

horses, llamas, donkey, pony and cats . 

But no matter how grateful these 

dogs are for their new lives and their 

permanent home, Berloni is just as 

thankful for the opportunity to work 

With them. "Every day I pinch myself 

because I can't believe that people are 

paying me to do what I love," he says. 

"For me the animals are my compan­

ions and artistic collaborators. Every 

new dog teaches me something." • 

Meet the leading canine stars onstage right now. 

Starring as Brui ser in 
Legally Blonde: The 
Musical's national tour 
Discovered at Meriden 
Humane Society, in 
Connecticut 

Starring as Tala in 
The Wizard of Oz's 
national tour 
Discovered at 
Cairn Rescue USA, 
in Sl. LOUIS 

Starring as Rufus in 
Legally Blonde: The 
Musical's national tour 
Discovered at 
The Humane Society 
of New York 
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